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Protecting the Integrity of the 
Section 8 Housing Program 
 
Over the last several decades as the cost 
of housing has steadily risen, both federal 
and state governments have introduced a 
variety of programs and incentives aimed 
at helping individuals satisfy their housing 
needs. 
 
The Section 8 Program was instituted by 
President Nixon, and it offers public 
subsidies to families who otherwise could 
not afford a monthly rent payment.  The 
government generally pays about 70% of 
the rent, with the beneficiary covering the 
balance.  Applicants that satisfy the 
income requirements and are fortunate 
enough to receive a voucher shop around 
for landlords that voluntarily accept 
Section 8 tenants, whether it is an apartment complex or a house in a residential neighborhood.   
 
Section 8 can be attractive to landlords for several reasons.  Often, the government’s share of the
rent is deposited directly into the landlord’s bank account, thus ensuring a timely and hassle-free
payment.  In addition, because the amount of the Section 8 voucher is determined by the average
rent of the entire metropolitan area, in lower middle-class neighborhoods where the rent is below
average it is possible for savvy landlords to receive more rent through Section 8 than they would
otherwise be able to obtain. 
 
There is no doubt the goals of this program are laudable, and because of it many low-income
families are spared from having to choose between paying their monthly rent or putting food on the
kitchen table.  However, the demand for vouchers greatly outpaces the supply, and in Los Angeles
County alone there are over 100,000 families on the Section 8 waiting list.  This is why we must
ensure these limited dollars are spent efficiently and directed to those truly in need of assistance. 
 
My office has been made aware of several specific instances of Section 8 fraud.  Many of these
complaints come from families who have purchased homes in brand-new developments in the
Antelope Valley.  These families, along with their fellow homebuyers, had to sign an owner-
occupied contract, stating they would live in the house for a specified amount of time, such as 18
months.  After settling into their new homes, however, these families discovered their new
neighbors had immediately rented out to Section 8 voucher holders.  Oftentimes, the voucher
holder then proceeds to commit additional fraud, by moving in multiple friends and family
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members, all the while paying no more than a few hundred dollars a month in rent.  In one case, a
Section 8 participant even started his own car-detailing business out of his garage.  Sounds like a
pretty good deal, huh? 
 
This type of fraud seems to be all too prevalent, especially throughout the Antelope Valley, where
population is exploding and new housing developments are constantly being constructed.  Not only
is this trend blatantly unfair to fellow neighbors who have certain expectations when they invest in
a new home in a new development, it is a clear breach of the owner-occupied contract.
Unfortunately, it seems that current law does not provide adequate recourse for frustrated
neighbors, or provide fraud investigators with all the necessary tools to address this type of fraud. 
 
I am researching potential legislation to be introduced in January that addresses the various abuses
of the Section 8 program.  In the meantime, if you notice suspicious activity or suspect Section 8
fraud in your neighborhood, please contact the Los Angeles County Fraud Unit at 877-881-7233 or
323-890-7487, or contact my office directly. 
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OFFICES 

  
Capitol   Antelope Valley    

State Capitol, Room 4066  848 W. Lancaster Blvd, Ste 101  
Sacramento, CA 95814  Lancaster, CA 93534 
Phone: 916-445-6637  Phone: 661-729-6232 
Fax: 916-445-4662   Fax: 661-729-1683  
    

Victorville   Santa Clarita – San Fernando 
Valley – Ventura County   

Victorville City Hall   Santa Clarita City Hall  
14343 Civic Drive, First Floor  23920 Valencia Blvd., Suite 250   
Victorville, CA 92392  Santa Clarita, CA 91355  
Phone: 760-843-8414 
Fax: 760-843-8348 

 Phone: 661-286-1471 Santa 
Clarita Valley 
Phone: 661-286-1472 San 
Fernando Valley & Ventura County 
Fax: 661-286-2543        

   
   

 

mailto:senator.runner@sen.ca.gov
http://republican.sen.ca.gov/web/17/

